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PASSCOM EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Minutes 

March 13, 2018 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 
 Mike Barron, City of Calimesa/President; Tim Chavez, Cal Fire; Dennis Day, Rivco EMD;  
Frances Flanders, Highland Springs Village; Larry Goodreau, Four Seasons; Fred Johnson, 
CERT and SPARC; Mike Martin, Retired SCE; Mike Mendoza, Four Seasons; Daryl Schlicke, 
Calimesa EC; Mike Simon, Plantation on the Lake/Vice President; Sam Shoemaker, SPARC-
President; Larry Spence, Plantation on the Lakes; Janet Upchurch, Red Cross; Javier 
Velasquez, SGMH; DeEsta West, Secretary/LDS Church; Dennis Rice, Solera; Larry Williams, 
SPARC and ARES; Anita Worthen, Four Seasons; Geraldo Rodriguez, Calimesa Fire 
Department; Jock Johnson, Calimesa Fire Chief; George Scott, HSCC/CERT Carol Campbell, 
HSG,CERT,RACES;  Ray Gayton-Jacob, Solera/Red Cross/ARES/Riv. CO EMD/ Riv.CO 
RACES; Leonard Tavernetti, Four Seasons. 
 

Call To Order Mike Barron called the meeting to order at 08:34 AM  
 

Self-
Introductions 
 

   

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Proposed Action 
Minutes 
  
 
 
 
 Treasures 
Report 
 
 
 

 Minutes from February 14, 2018 were unanimously approved  
 
 
 
Mike Barron reported that there is $988.74 in the PASSCOM 
account. 
 
 
 
 

None required 
 
 
 
None required 

 
 
 



  

 2 

 AGENCY UPDATES: 
 

PASSCOM 
Website 

Dennis Rice reported that there were 330 hits last month. He 
also added a training link. 
  

Send or email 
Dennis flyers 
to post 

Riverside County 
EMD 
 

Dennis Day, reports that a storm is here. Sand bags are 
available at certain fire stations (Cherry Valley, Cabazon, Fire 
Station 89, and the site on 7th and Magnolia). Last year had so 
much damage that there was Presidential Declaration. Report 
storm drain blockages to City. CERT classes are scheduled 
for March 2, 3, 4 – Silent Valley RV park; April 6, 7, 8 Serrano 
Del Vista; May 4, 5, 6 – Noble Creek Community Center, 
Cherry Valley. Dennis will be a part of these classes. To sign 
up go to www.RIVCOCERT.org. 
We are the advocates in our communities. Rain is expected. 
For sandbag availability go to www.rvcfire.org or 
www.rivcoready.org.  
Team Rubicon is independent. They are ex-military and help 
in disasters 
 
 

 

Chief Chavez Banning Emergency Preparedness Fair will be April 28. They 
will be having guest speakers Lynn Pomeroy and Lucy Jones 

 

San Gorgonio 
Medical Hospital  

Joey Hunter not able to attend today 
 

 

Calimesa Fire April 14 from 10am-2pm the fire station is having an open 
house. (Passed out a flyer) 

 

 PRESENTER  

Cal Fire Tim Chavez- Chief Chavez  - Thomas Fire 
It was the toughest he has been ever been on. 6 different 
teams to handle emergencies. It takes 24 hours to set up. 
Usually 10-15 days a fire has usually run its course. This fire 
was unique because it burned most of the acreage at night. 
They have a new system- The Santa Ana Wind Index. This 
was the first time the wind index was in hazardous. Dec. 4 the 
fire took off. Firemen are getting good at determining where, 
how strong, etc.. They were prepared for this. May through 
Nov. we hardly ever get rain unless it is a down pour. Usually 
in Nov. we have a rain to help with the dryness. There was no 
rain in Oct. or Nov,. It extended the fire season by two 
months. There was actually two fires one in upper Ojai the 
other in the Ventura area. Smoke was awful for about a week 
and a half. They can assemble 2,000 fire fighters in 24 hours. 
They have a great system. Ten days added more resources. 
Not enough resources for the size of the fire. Plenty of aircraft 
but because of smoke could only fly three to four hours a day. 
Retardant does not help much unless you have the people. 
Had heavy losses in Ventura and Montecito. Most of Ojai was 
saved. Day 12. Fire still going. When Day 14 hit people had 
time off for the holidays. They cannot cancel peoples vacation 
 and people needed 2 days off (because they had been 
working 14 days). Sundowner- wind blows downhill to the 

 

http://www.rivcocert.org/
http://www.rvcfire.org/
http://www.rivcoready.org/
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mountains. It is an unusual wind. It only lasts a day and a half 
in Santa Barbara area. The Weather changed. Dec.24 went 
into overload. He showed and explained things using maps. 
8,526 people helped with the fire. 972 engines. 757 homes 
were destroyed. It cost over 200 million to cover this fire. Had 
resources from CA, NV, ID, WA, UT, CO, AZ, OR, MT NM. To 
get help is a governor to governor phone call. He only 
remembers this happening a few other times. In 2008 and 
2017. It was also the only fire going on at the time. First rain 
came in gushes on Jan.9. Montecito received ¾ inch in 30 
min. 
If you have an evacuation warning-GO!! If there is a 
mandatory evacuation-GO! If they come to your house it is 
probably too late. When the rain came most of the damage 
occurred in the “warning areas” instead of the “mandatory 
areas”. There were 20 fatalities and 4 missing people. The 
bulk of the slides went into the streamlines. (He showed a 
picture of a house buried with boulders all around it.) You do 
not know what is in the mud. Sewer, pesticides, chemicals 
etc..  
Dennis Day- Santa Barbara did not have a debris removal 
plan. Environmental Health is in charge. 
Chief Chavez- A lot of firemen came home sick. They do not 
know why. 
A question was asked about drones- They do use some 
drones for certain fires. Predator (a drone) takes about 64 
people to help keep it in the air. It can stay in the air about 17 
hours. The most expense is the satellite time. Everything goes 
through satellite. 
Evacuations are tough. People cannot go back in until 
checklists are complete. 
Dennis Day- working on where to send people when 
evacuated. You get 90 characters to explain. 
Chief- some cities are thinking about using the air raid sirens 
again. Looters almost always get caught because of the 
barrier that is put up 
 

Plantation on the 
Lakes/ Vice-
President 

Mike Simon reported that the Long Beach hospital is closing. 
It is on a fault line 

 

  ROUND TABLE 
OTHER AGENCY/ORGANIZATION REPORTS 

 

 

Riverside County 
EMD 

Dennis Day reported that the Cherry Festival is May 31- June 
1 
Banning Emergency Expo is April 28 at City Hall 
CERT classes are great. The ones he has announced may be 
the last classes for the year because of funding. CERT 
classes are a grant. There is no funding for a refresher 
course. 
Suggested we think about a social media account- like 
Facebook and twitter. It would allow expansion of target 
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audience. More twitter than Facebook. Twitter always has the 
news the fastest. Each city has a twitter page- it uses 
algorithms. 

Solera/Red 
Cross/Riv CO 
EMD/ARES/Riv. 
CO RACES 

Ray Gayton-Jacob reported that the Red Cross has a lot of 
training opportunities. April is shelters 

 

Red Cross Janet Upchurch reported that the Red Cross has not been that 
active. They had one incident last Thursday. 

 

Highland Springs 
Village 

Fran Flanders reported that the spaghetti dinner went very 
well. Had a lot of people. However, the cooks are retiring. It is 
getting too hard for them. It is hard to create an interest.  

 

Highland Springs 
Village/RACE/CE
RT 

Carol Campbell reported that they broke even with the 
spaghetti dinner. They have a HAM radio check in every 
month. She started a Facebook page. She has about 90 
people check in 

 

SPARC President Sam Shoemaker reported that they are having a mini field day 
April 21 at Dysart Park. All four bands will be covered. Solera 
had a good HAM radio drill 

 

CAL Fire Chief Chavez had nothing more to report  

 RACES 
Emergency 
Coordinator 

Larry Williams reported that there is an upcoming technical 
class June 9 and 10 at Redlands Village. Drill for messages 
on April 10 at 11am at the Calimesa Senior Center (it is to 
teach messaging). The field day will be held the last weekend 
in June at Dysart Park. 

 

Calimesa EC Daryl Schlicke reported that the Calimesa Radio Room is 
doing well. 4 radios are working. He had an interview with the 
news mirror 

 

Retired SCE Mike  Mendoza reported that they are trying to find  a time to 
have Dennis come speak 

 

Four Seasons Anita Worthen reported that team Rubicon is amazing. They 
are a wonderful group. John Davis is over it. He would be a 
good speaker at PASSCOM. 

 

Highland Springs 
Country Club 

George Scott reported that Highland Springs Country Club 
meets once a month at 1:30. The next class is March 21. They 
will have different classes each month. 
(Steve McGill was suggested as a good resource person for 
him) 

 

Four Seasons Larry Goodreau  said thanks for the presentation  

Solera Dennis Rice thanked Dennis Day and Chief Chavez. He 
encouraged all to visit the web site.  Also thought it was a 
good idea to have a social media account. 
 

 

LDS Church/ 
Secretary 

DeEsta West thank Dennis R. and Mike M. for helping with the 
minutes. 
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Serrano Del Vista Rafael Negron Jr. reported that they are going to hold a CERT 
class April 6, 7, and 8. 

 

 Mike Barron reported that the Shields are moving and have 
donated 5 water barrels if anyone wants one. 

 

Announcements 
Upcoming 
Community 
Events 
 

*VOAD is the 1st Thursday every other month from 10-12 at 
Beaumont City Hall. It is held every other month. May 3 is the 
next meeting. 
*CERT class  
April 6,7,8 Serrano Del Vista 
May 4, 5, 6 at Noble Creek Community Center 
Calimesa Fire Department Open House- April 14, 10am -2pm. 
906 Park Ave., Calimesa 
Banning Emergency Expo- April 28 at City Hall 
Cherry Festival- May 31-June1 
Technitions Class- June 9&10- Redlands Village 
Messaging Drill- April 10 @ 11am – Calimesa Senior Center 
Mini Field Day- April 21 @ Dysart Park 
Field Day- Last Weekend in June at Dysart Park 
Highland Springs Class March 21 @1:30   
 
 

  
 

Future Agenda 
Items 
 

Next PASSCOM Meeting, Feb 13 at 8:30am in Modular C at 
San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital. 

 

Adjourn  The meeting was adjourned around  10:12 AM  
 

 

 
 

Respectfully submitted by DeEsta West 


